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66 BOOK REVIEWS. 

This has been the object of the author in the book before us. 

Probably no character in history has rested under a greater 
weight of contempt and abuse than Aaron Burr. For more 
than a century the prevailing opinion has been that he was 
the incarnation of wickedness and duplicity. If this reputa- 
tion be undeserved and founded on prejudice, it is certainly 
time that the true facts of his case be made known. 

The author deals exclusively with Burr's political career; 
nothing is said of his personal character, except indirectly and 
in so far as it has bearing on his life as a politician. His rela- 
tions to Hamilton and Jefferson, as the title would indicate, 
have been freely discussed, the political records of the three 
compared, and the vindictive and untiring efforts of Hamilton 
and Jefferson to ruin a political rival exposed. The author 
has confined himself strictly to facts, and as a general rule 
has made no statements without at the same time giving the 
authority from which he derives his information and draws 
his conclusions, at least in so far as he deals directly with 
actions and intentions of Burr. In discussing the other two 
characters it would seem that he is not looking at them from 
an entirely unprejudiced point of view. For instance, it is a 
little hard to believe that the brilliant author of the Federalist 
' ' was not a democrat, had no confidence in the people or in 
a government by the people, ' ' and only advocated the adop- 
tion of the constitution for political reasons. 

From a literary standpoint, the work is excellent and holds 
the attention of the reader from cover to cover. It is an 
interesting book and well worth the time of any one who cares 
to investigate facts concerning one of the most fascinating, 
brilliant and unfortunate characters of our history. 

/. G. G. F. 



Probate Reports Annotated. By Geo. A. Clement, of 
New York Bar. Vol. VII. 

This is the seventh volume of an interesting collection. 
Collections of cases seem to be the order of the day, but the 
idea carried out by the compiler of these volumes is new in 
this respect, that the cases presented are all recent decisions. 
The latest expression of the law must always be a matter of 
interest, if not an actual necessity to the careful lawyer. For 
this reason a work such as this, being as it is the best thought 
of the various state judiciaries, must be of great value. The 
notes of the author, scattered at intervals throughout the 
work, add to its helpfulness and an ample index gives ready 
access to its contents. 

A. L. D. 



